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Donor-funded project helps  
loved ones keep watch

SPRING 2016

uring her pregnancy,  
Jerri Lembo-Rogers and her  
husband, Jesse Martell, never 

expected they would leave the 
hospital without their new  
bundle of love.  
But when baby Joseph suddenly had to be 
taken by Caesarean 8 weeks early because 
the umbilical cord was wrapped around his 
neck, he only weighed 4 pounds. So Joey  
had to go to the Benefis Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit (NICU), and, after recovering from 
the C-section, Jerri and Jesse had to go  
home to care for their 2-year-old son, Justin.

Though there is comfort in knowing your new 
baby is in the expert hands of neonatal care 
providers, you still are leaving a huge piece of 
your heart behind when you leave the hospital. 
You worry so much. You long to be there, to 
make sure he is still breathing. You just want  
to gaze at the little miracle you created and 
start getting to know him.

Continued on page 2

Jesse Martell holds baby Joey while mom  
Jerri Lembo-Rogers explains to their 2-year-old 
son Justin how the NICU is helping Joey  
grow, develop and get stronger.
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Thanks to donors to the 
Benefis Foundation, the 
Benefis NICU is now 
equipped with NicView 
webcams so parents who 
have to be away from their 
little ones can keep a close 
watch on them, easing 
some of the worry and 
helping develop that bond. 

The cameras, installed on the 
IV poles next to the isolettes,  
provide real-time streaming, 24 hours  
a day, through a secure online portal, 
allowing parents to stay connected  
through smartphones, computers or  
tablets. The cameras are only turned off 
during routine medical procedures. Parents 
can share the password with grandparents  
and other family members, friends and  
loved ones who live out of state.

“It was pretty cool when we found out 
about the webcams,” Jerri said. “It’s so 
hard being away from him. One of us  
has our phone on him at all times.”

Webcams  
for the NICU

D

Continued on page 2
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Jerri said she even sleeps with her 
phone next to her. Jesse checks his 
phone often while he’s at work. Little 
Justin likes to watch “his baby” on 
mom and dad’s phones, too.

The Benefis NICU treats about 320 
babies each year, with an average  
stay of 17 days. That means each  
year hundreds of parents experience 
this difficult separation from their  
new babies.

“I think the 
webcams will put 
many families at 
ease knowing 
everything is OK 
when they are not 
able to be here, 
particularly at  
night or if they live 
out of town and can only visit a 
few days a week,” said Staci  
Griffin, Benefis NICU Operations 
Specialist. 
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“We transport infants to the 
Benefis NICU from all over the 
state, and the drive for parents to 
visit their infant could be 6 hours 
or more, particularly for families 
from Eastern Montana.”

Also, military families may not have any 
relatives in the area, so this is a way 
for them to show off their new addition. 
And close family members who are 

ill or siblings without certain 
vaccinations cannot visit the 
NICU, so this is a way for them 
to have a peek without putting 
baby at risk.

But, primarily, the camera is so 
mom and dad can look in on 
baby during those long days and 
sleepless nights without him… 
and rest assured that he is just fine.

“You wonder and worry a lot no 
matter what,” said Jerri. “But it 
would be so much worse without 
the camera. It definitely makes 
going home a lot easier.” ✦

How You Can Help
Providing peace of mind 
to new parents who are 
worried about their little 
ones is priceless. 
In order to provide this special 
gift, we need your help. Each 
year, service and support of 
the webcams will cost $4,600. 
Plus, it would be nice to equip 
additional rooms with a webcam 
so more parents can keep an  
eye on their new babies. 

To make a gift, you may use 
the enclosed giving envelope 
or make your gift online at 
benefisfoundation.org.

Staci Griffin

The cameras are only turned off  
during routine medical procedures. 

In October, downtown businesses Motifs, The Blue Rose, My Viola and 
A Little Bit of Cake teamed up for a “Fight On” party to support women 
battling cancer and cancer survivors. Those who wore pink received a 20 
percent discount at Motifs and The Blue Rose, plus the two businesses put 
together a $600 gift basket to be raffled off. Cancer patients and survivors were 
given a special corsage from My Viola. Guests enjoyed pink champagne, pink 
lemonade and pink cupcakes from A Little Bit of Cake throughout the evening. 

The money raised through the raffle was donated to the Benefis Sletten Cancer 
Institute’s Circle of Hope Program, which provides wigs, breast prosthetics, 
cosmetology care and more for local and regional cancer patients.

Thanks to everyone who supported this perfectly pink event. You are helping 
make the cancer journey a little easier for patients in Great Falls and the region.

“Fight On” Party Raises Awareness About Women’s Cancer

Katie Carvell, Tiffany DeBolt and 
Motifs owner Kattie Meyer

benefisfoundation.org


IRA Charitable 
Rollover Made 
Permanent
For people who are 
70½ or older, it is once 
again possible to make 
tax-favored charitable 
gifts from traditional 
and Roth IRA accounts.

In late 2015, Congress made 
this provision permanent 
for future years. A total of 
up to $100,000 can be 
transferred directly from 
traditional or Roth IRAs 
to one or more qualified 
charities, such as the 
Benefis Foundation, free 
from federal income tax 
each year. 

There may also be state 
income tax savings. 
Amounts given in this way 
count toward required IRA 
minimum withdrawal 
amounts for the year of  
the gift. In addition, the 
benefit is available even if 
you don’t itemize your 
federal tax returns.

To make such gifts, it  
is important to have the 
gift amount distributed 
directly from an IRA to 
the charity. 

For those with check-writing 
privileges on their accounts, 
this may be the most 
efficient way to make gifts 
directly from an IRA. 

Contact us, your IRA 
administrator or your 
tax advisor for more 
information.

To learn more about 
tax-wise giving, 
including the Montana 
Endowment Tax Credit, 
call Marilyn Parker at 
455-5836. ✦
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If you’ve ever been inside Sunrise 
Presbyterian Church in Great Falls, you 
have found yourself basking in the glow 
of sunbeams shining through dozens 
of stained glass windows, taking you 
to that place where you can reflect, find 
peace and deepen your spirituality.

Much of that beautiful work is thanks to  
Patti Black, who, with a few other members 
of the congregation, started a stained glass study 
group more than 25 years ago.

“None of us knew anything about stained glass,” said 
Bill Zins, who works with Farmers Union Mutual 
Insurance Company. “Patti took us under her wing.”

Over time, the group proceeded to fill all of the 
windows at Sunrise Presbyterian. Now two artists 
from the group – Bill Zins and Bill Harp – have been 
dedicating stained glass works in memory of dear 
friends and loved ones at the Benefis Peace Hospice 
Residential Facility. 

Most recently, they donated a black swan in loving 
memory of their longtime friend and mentor, Patti, who 
passed away in May 2014 after a battle with cancer.

“Patti loved to go to Gibson Park, and she loved the 
black swans,” said Bill Harp of Harp Finance Group. 

“She also loved clematises, purple clematises.”

And she loved Hospice, which was her home for 
the final six months of her life.

“Patti became such a friend to all of us,” said Susie 
Taleff, former manager of Volunteer Services at Hospice. 
“She got to such a level of comfort while she was here.”

Susie said some of the staff and Patti even ventured 
out to the Club Cigar for some fun on St. Patrick’s Day.

Patti’s son Eddie Black of Helena said Hospice meant 
the world to his mother.

“One day, when we were talking about her house, 
she said, It was just a house – my home is at 
Hospice,” Eddie remembers. “The connection and 
care at Hospice was very meaningful to her, and  
to us. We knew she was safe and comfortable.”

Bill Zins’ mother passed away at Hospice in 
2005. He also had a dear friend stay there. 
And both of Bill Harp’s in-laws received 
the comfort and loving care provided at 
Hospice before they passed away.

So both had created and donated stained 
glass windows in memory of loved ones 
even before Patti moved to Hospice. 

After seeing what Hospice meant to  
their friend Patti, they wanted to create  

a special tribute to her as well.

Their fellow parishioner, Bob Gentry, who also was 
a member of the stained glass group, designed the 
window with the swan, the flowers and the vine. Then 
Bill Harp and Bill Zins hand-picked the colors for the 
window, making sure the black glass wasn’t too dark 
to let the light through. The window is made up of 
about 140 pieces of glass, including some from Patti’s 
shop, the Stained Glass Emporium.

In November, Bill Zins and Bill Harp joined members 
of Patti’s family along with Hospice staff members for 
a dedication ceremony, during which they gave the 
window to Hospice Manager Vicki Robinson to be 
installed in the room where Patti spent her final days.

“The addition of the stained glass above the door 
allows the patient and their family to experience 
beauty and calmness in a home-like environment 
during their stay at Peace Hospice,” said Vicki, 
adding they now have nearly 20 pieces of stained glass 
at the Hospice House. “We truly appreciate  
the beautiful gift.”  

How you can support the  
Peace Hospice House
The Peace Hospice Residential Facility opened in 2002 
and was expanded by eight rooms in 2012 thanks to 
philanthropy. The “Hospice House” needs ongoing 
support to continue providing such a special level of care 
for Peace Hospice patients and their families. Last year, 
donors made it possible to replace appliances, flooring 
and carpet; provide gentle, non-intrusive massages and 
over-bed tables for patients; and much more. 

To donate, you may use the enclosed giving envelope 
or make your gift online at 
benefisfoundation.org. 

To learn more about donating 
a stained glass window to the 
Hospice House or purchasing 
a paver in its Peace Courtyard, 
please call 406.455.3040. ✦

Remembering a Friend through Gift to Hospice House

Bill Zins and Bill Harp with the 
beautiful stained glass transom 
window made in tribute to  
their friend Patti Black.

Patti Black

benefisfoundation.org
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Benefis  
Employee  
Donors
Denise Abbott
Karlie Abbott
Missy Abbott
Jessie Acord
Kylie Adams
Dr. Brice Addison
Karianne Agostinelli
Kristina Aguilar
Cathy Ainsworth
Jamie Aipperspach
Eula Albrecht
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Becky Allen
Stacy Allen
Wendy Allen
Susan Altona
Gregory Altringer
Rebecca Amen
Zachariah Amis
Deb Ammondson
Dolene Anderson
James Anderson
Kaleen Anderson
Maria Anderson
Ronda Anderson
Erika Andreasen
Mert Antonich
Amanda Archey
Mike Archey
Saundra Ardoin
Tammie Armanazy
Julie Arnold
Susanne Aron
Kendra Auger
Patty Aune
Kathie Avis
Monie Ayers
Linnie Babcock
Shannon Bach
Julie Back
Angela Baeth
Donna Bagley
Kaydee Bailey
Dr. Jeff Baker
Jamal Balouch
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Genny Barhaugh
Kelley Barrera
Helene Barrick

Marsha Barrick
Stephen Barrick
Jon Barrow
Karen Barton
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Alicia Beagles
Kaycee Beall
Merri Beargeon
Roger Beargeon
Dr. Rollin Bearss
Christina Beattie
Michael Bedwell
Sally Beedle
Natalie Bell
Sandy Bell
Yvonne Bell
Teri Bellusci
Becky Benbow
Deborah Benner
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Chelsea Bernard
Darci Bernardi
Tammy Berryman
Lorrie Bertus
David Berube
Patricia Bice
Lisa Bickel
Keith Bicsak
Kaci J. Biederstedt
Darby Bigford-Grisanti
Kari Bird
Darcy Birkoski
Tamara Bistodeau
Deb Bjorsness
Darla Black
Pam Blackwell
Dr. Kathleen Blair
Tamie Blair

Brandi Blaquiere
Bonita Blatter
Dr. Rick Blevins
Kim Blunn
Angela Boberg

Brenda Boe
Robin Boland
Kathy Bollwitt
Candace Bolser
Dr. Judy Borland
Dr. Keith Bortnem
Lonnie Boschee
Sandy Bourdeau
Jennifer Bourne
Jackie Bourret
Nicole Bowman
Shelby Box
Peter Brady
Roberta Brandt
Dr. Benny Brandvold
Sara Branom
Alison Brantley
Kelsi Brekke
Dr. Bridget Brennan
Richard Brennan
Denise Bridge
Sarah Brodock
Adele Bronson
Trenton Brooks
David Brost
Lura Brown
Melanie Brown
Sandy Brown
Steven Bruce
Carl Bruesch
Angela Brummett
Kristen Bryant
Patsy Bryant

Julie Buchanan
Casey Buckingham
Sharla Buckley
Ben Buckridge
Bryan Buckridge

Phyllis Bunker
Theron Burch
DeeDee Burke
Lacee Burkhead
Cathy Burnstein
Kurtis Burrall
Jackie Buskirk
Kimberly Buttz
Corrina Buxengard
Rachel Byrne
Micky Caldwell
David Call
Stephanie Call
Terry Calvert
Brenda Campbell
Lynze Cannon
Shawna Cantrell
Cassidy Carlson
Tara Carlson
Vicki Carlson
Amy Carmichael
Bill Carmichael
Linda Carpenter
Jason Carroll
Kelly Carroll
Terri Castle
Jessica Castro
Annemarie Chaisson
Debbie Chibroski
Brian Christensen
Jane Christman
Dr. Alexander Chung
Joanne Ciolkosz

Adele Clark
Bonnie Clark
Stacy Clark
Barbara Clement
Liz Coates

Amanda Colson
Lacey Colvin
Debra Comeaux
Lucille Compton
Sarah Concannon
Katie Conners
Bill Conway
Crystal Cook
Jessica Cook
Tom Cook
Donald Cooler
Vicky Cooper
Tina Cope
Andrea Cordeiro
Amanda Cormier
Brandi Cornwell
Victoria Coster
Amanda Court
Carrie Covert
Cheryl Cox
Maxima Cox
Diane Craig
Nancy Crawford
Lisa Crisman
Pam Crisp
Christina Cron
Donna Crosier
Amber Crossman
Courtney Crouch
Sarah Cuellar
Dr. Eliad Culcea
Dee Cummins
Patti Curry

Cassi Curtiss
Karen Czech
Louis D’Antuono
Jennifer Dabler Tuss
Jodi Dake
Vicki Dale
Marci Daley
Angela Dangerfield
Nichole Daniels
Tammie Danville
Patrick Darko
David Dattilo
Kodi Davenport
Kenneth Davis
Mary Davis
Starla Davis
Kelli Dawson
Gilbert Day
Jennifer Debus
Arnel Dehl
Evelyn Deitz
Vicky Deitz
Randee Demontiney
Ryan Depping
Carol Derbyshire
Crystal Dess
Brandy DeWart
Karen Diekhans
Kelsy Diekhans
Robert Dieruf
Suzanne Dieruf
Samantha Dietrick
Mark Dilley
Misty Dobbins
Trevor Dobney
Jessica Dobyns
Traci Dodd
Judy Doheny
Dr. Paul Dolan
Larissa Donahue
Deborah Dover
Deana Drew
Brianna Driscoll
Adrienne Dube
Dr. Michael Dube
Jamie Dues
Katherine Duffner
Rebecca Duke
Cheryl Dunn
Luve Dyer
Beth Ebeling
Alicia Edgar
Aubrey Edwards

Forrest Ehlinger
Jim Ekstedt
Sheila Ekstedt
Tahran Elder
Jennifer Eli
Adam Elliott
Nanette Ellis
Lori Engen
Troy England
Debbie English
Bailey Erhard
Robert Erickson
Cecilia Esparza
John Estabrook
Carrie Etcheberry
Shelly Euerle
Michael Eustance
Diane Evans
Kevin Evensen
Donald Evjen
John Ewald
Mary Farkas
Aleta Farra
Leslie Farrell
Mary Faulkner
John Fenner
Jennifer Fischer
Patti Fisher
Aaron Flanagan
Clarice Flanagan
Brandi Fleming
Kimberly Flower
Jennifer Fontana
Roberta Ford
Tianna Ford
Wanda Forster
Dianne Fortier
Aubrey Fowler
Dawn Francis
Paul Frenick
Jackie Frey
Karen Fried
Cassy Fuhrman
Paul Fulbright
Janice Fulcher
Kaela Fuller
DeeDee Funderburk
Matthew FWR  
 Bear Medicine
Chris Gaare
James Galbraith
Lacey Gallagher
Pat Galvas

Despite rain, wind, and heavy smoke last fall, 
Benefis employees’ incredible generosity made the 

future so bright they could still rock their shades. 

More than 1,100 Benefis employees donated a 
record-breaking $381,630 to support Benefis Health 

System Foundation and other local nonprofits. These funds 
benefit programs and people here at Benefis and throughout 
Northcentral Montana.

Eighty-six percent of the donations were directed toward 
Benefis Foundation programs, such as the Angel Fund, 

“Benefis and Great Falls have been good 
to me and my wife Karla (who works  
in Bio-Med) over our careers, and this  
is a small way to give back to both.”

Dave Runkel, Manager of Benefis Pharmacy

Benefis Employees Give $381,630 ... 
Making the Future Bright for Others

Greatest Need, Peace Hospice and the Benefis 
Sletten Cancer Institute. Once again, our employees 
demonstrated their support for the Benefis Family by 
contributing more to the employee/volunteer compassion 
fund Caring For Our Own than to any other individual fund.

We are thankful to all employee donors for their dedication 
to helping people both through their work and their 
support of the Benefis Foundation. 

The names of these caring, sharing people can be found 
on the following pages.
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Ernesto Galvez
Keri Garman
Shannon Garner
Julie Garpestad
Dr. Deborah Garrity
Hank Garten
Sugene Gavrisheff
Krista Geary
Neil Gebhardt
Mary Geer
Jodi Geist
Peggy Gentry
Stacie Gerard
Dr. Nora Gerrity
Lee Ann Getten
Carla Ghekiere
Becky Ghekiere
Nicole Gilcher
Amanda Gilles
Emily Gillespie
Vicki Gilliam
Zachary Gilman
Terre Giltrap
Megan Gimenez LaRance
Rayn Ginnaty
Kristin Girres
Carol Gleason
Dagni Gleason
Nicole Gleason
Cynthia Gold
Lori Goodman
John Goodnow
Stevie Gore
Sara Goroski
Audrey Goyette
Ann Graff
Sara Graft
Shea Grant
Dr. Rob Grasseschi
Janet Grassman
Mary Gray
Peter Gray
Teri Gray
Kris Green
Crysta Greene
Sherry Greenwood

Avie Gregoire
Mary Gregoire
Edwin Gribben
Holly Griffin
Laurie Grisham
Mark E. Groeller
Brian Grosenick
Julie Grosenick
Sarah Grotbo
Dan Groux
Michael Guerechit
Cheryl Hackett
Meghan Hackett
Toni Hackett
Brittney Hagberg
Penny Hagen
Gail Hager
Carol Hall
Julie Hallfrisch
Denise Halvorsen
Amanda Hamann
Dale Hamilton
Sharnai Hamilton
Doris Hamm
Debra Hane
Shannon Hane
Tim Hane
Donna Harding
John Harding
Kellie Harkey
Dan Harland
Marla Harmon
Barbara Harris
Jessica Harris
Patty Harris
Jill Harvie
Kally Hasenkrug
Rajon Hatch
Vickie Hatzenbeller
Kathy Haugen
Amanda Hawk
Jana Hayes
Shellie Hayes
Marie Haynes
Keith Head
Sue Head

Rebekah Hebert
Brenna Heine
Lori Heinen
Mary Ellen Hendrickson
Nicole Henley
Louis Hermiller
Vilma Herrera
Liz Herzog
Michelle Hickey
Shari Higgins
Marilee Hight
Kathy Hill
Greg Hilpert
Lenarda Hilton
Kelly Hinrichs
Sydney Hirst
Steve Hite
Mariah Hodge
Marie Hoffmann
Matthew Hoiland
Lexie Hoines
Lon Holden
Paul Holefelder
Cheryl Holland
Trista Hollern
Karen Hollingworth
Dan Hollow
Vicki Hollstein
Jennifer Holmes
Robin Homan
Elizabeth Hopp
Lainey Howard
Rhonda Howard
Billy Howse
Peggy Huber
Pattie Hucks
Paula Hudson
Peggy Huestis
Sharyn Hughes
Bill Huhn
Erin Hursh
Gisela Hvamstad
Thelma Hyde
Deanna Inman
Kylie Ironbear
Lauri Jackson

Shelia Jackson
Sheryl Jackson
Melody Jacobs
Megan Janes
Kristi Jarrett
Donald Jarvey
Kai Jendresen
Georgia Jendro
Amanda Johns
Heather Johns
Arleen Johnson
Cara Johnson
Carma Johnson
Crystal Johnson
Donna Johnson
Iva Johnson
Jami Johnson
KC Johnson
Lea Johnson
Les Johnson
Lester Johnson
Dr. Mark Johnson
Nicole Johnson
Samantha Johnson
Sheri Johnson
Shirely Johnson
Stacey Johnson
Teresa Johnson
Cheryl Johnston
Cathy Jones
Erin Jones
Garnet Jones
Tawney Jones
Saneyee Karve
Margaret Kaseta
Fendall Keggi
Kelly Keilman
Anthony Kelleher
Linda Keller
Rod Keller
Maunay Kelley
Jessica Kemper
Judy Kenmir
Patricia Kenneway
Lisa Keville
William Kilway

Danielle Kimmet
Melissa Kindred
Amanda Kinsey
Lacey Kirby
Timothy Kirk
Theresa Kiss
Susan Kitchell
Rory Klaue
Judy Klemencic
Lloyal Kline
Marsha Kline
Austin Klinger
Troy Klinger
Tristy Klotz
Nancy Knapp
Edward Knoff
Hilary Knutson
Diane Knutson-Gilmor
Connie Kochman
Deana Konesky
Ben Konesky
Jay Kopp
Gene Koppy
Mary Koppy
Lora Korenko
Patricia Korst
Susan Kozak
Jessica Krahn
Linda Krajacich
Dr. Thomas Krajacich
Jeanette Kranz
Dave Krebs
Kelsie Kubick
Randy Kuiper
Shelley Kuntz
Lisa Lachenmeier
Lorie Lacher
Teresa LaFountain
Natalie Lafranchi
Lacey LaFurge
Michelle Lake
Roxanne Lamar
Amanda Lamere
Renee Lance
Marion Lander
Debbie Langendorff

Arlene LaRocque
Janet LaRocque
Karen LaRocque
Cristie Larsen
Diane Larson
Peggy Larson
Reynold Larson
Susan Lathrop
Birdie Lauver
Debbie Lawrence
Michelle Ledding
Richard Ledding
Hana Lee
Laurel Lee
Lona Lee
Susan Lee
Thomas Legel
Kerstin Leigland
Jan Leishman-Donahue
Pat Lemler
Dora Leo
Jamie Leonard
Emelia Leonardson
Heidi LePard
Ronnie Leveque
John Lewis
Chi Kun Li
Joanne Liggett
Hope Lindberg
Linda Lindberg
Amy Linder
Joyce Lindgren
Lisa Lindquist
Bernie Linn
Kimber Linn
Ellie Lique
Linda Little
Joe Lo Duca
Connie Lomas
Cherry Loney
Mark Long
Lyla Lords
Jeff Lorio
Dennis Lott
Taylor Lucero
Terri Madison

Tobia Magruder
Andrea Maher
Mary Malsam
Kimberly Manderle
Gina Mannin
Penny Mansfield
Ryan Marchion
Joan Marinaccio
Alice Marko
Dr. Charles Marler
Tiffany Marsh
Jennifer Marshall
Dr. Bryan Martin
Debbie Martin
Erica Martin
Traci Martin
Francie Martinez
Liliana Martinez
Sharon Martinson
Diane Mason
Tracie Massey
Teri Masters
Tosha Matejovsky
Robert Mathison
Kim Matiska
Rick Matye
Garri Mauch
Kari Mauch
Linda Maxwell
Darci May
Michelle May
Nora Mazzolini
Carrie McBride
Teal McBride
Andrew McCarthy
Gavin Mcclain
Caroline McConville
Linda McCulloch
Ashley McDonald
Sara McGlothlin
Janis McGregor
Christina McIntosh
Lacey McIntosh
Connie McKelvey
Connie McKinley
Kathy McLain

“As parents, we take it for granted that we will be able to 
be there to comfort our child in times of sickness or need. 
Even though very good and high level care is available 
in Great Falls, sometimes families have to travel long 
distances for specialty care for their children. 

The Angel Fund helps defray these travel costs, easing 
worries about finances in an already difficult time. 

Families make huge sacrifices to come together in times  
of sickness. Contributing to the Angel Fund has given me an opportunity  
to help families stay together to support their child.”

Dr. Emilia Ploplys, Plastic Surgeon with Benefis Medical Group

“During times of financial success, please remember to help your less fortunate fellow. 

Benefis Foundation has many programs providing financial assistance to very good 
causes, and it’s easy to pick programs you believe in. 

Also, when you give to Benefis Foundation, 100 percent of your donation goes to the 
programs you want.”

Dr. Eliad Culcea, Neurologist with Benefis Medical Group

Kai and Miles Ploplys
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Cindy McLendon
Michelle McMann
Betty McManus
Katrine McMath
Carrol Mechels
Desma Meissner
Cheryl Menghini
Emily Merriweather
Jodi Merry
Vicki Mertes
Mariah Messimer
Joy Meyer
Kelly Michel
Brandee Michelotti
Ginnie Miesmer
Tina Migneault
Dawn Miller
Judy Miller
Sarah Miller
Ann Mills
Jaimie Mills
Laura Milos
Michele Miranti
Andrew Mitchell
Elizabeth Mitchell

Courtney Moody
Shelly Moody
Theodore Morigeau
Amber Mort
Sue Munoz-Atkinson
Callie Munski
Phillip Murphy
Susan Murphy
Barbara Murszewski
Keyna Myers
Veronica Myre
Michelle Nack
Mandee Nardinger
Maureen Nardinger
Dianne Nash
Paula Neiffer
Janelle Nelson
Kari Nelson
Stephanie Nelson
Vicki Nelson
Vickie Nelson
Julie Neuman
Jill Newbrough
Wendi Newbury
Mike Newman
Tammy Newman
Trina Newton
Deb Nicholls
Denise Nichols
Judy Nichols
Shelby Nichols
Steve Nicholson
Erin Nielsen

Stephanie Niemeyer
Brittany Noble
Johanna Noland
Deborah Norman
Ann Norton
Sam Norton
Gary Nowell
Tryna Noyd
Christina Nunez
Christopher Nygard
Jamie Nygard
Julie O’Born
Marlene O’Connell
Teresa O’Connell
Liz O’Connor
Sarah O’Connor
Meghan O’Dell
Samantha O’Hara
Leona Ober
Amanda Ogden
Rebecca Ogden
Kelly Oleson
Paula Olinger
Terry Olinger
Jena Olivares
Robert Olmstead
Catherine Olson
Dave Olson
Diana Olson
Ilona Olson
Jo Lynn Olson
Gaye Olson-Obroslinski
Rosanne Olszewski

Sadie Ondick
Lisa Orcutt
Andrea Ortegon
Dean Orvis
Tiffany Otheim
Paula Ouert
Patricia Outten
Crystal Page
Dr. Gina Painter
Brooke Paliga
Darcy Paliga
John Paliga
Vivian Pankratz
Lisa Pappa
Penny Parce
Denise Pardee
Marilyn Parker
Abbie Parres
Amber Paul
Luke Payne
Peggy Payne
Laura Pearson
Jacqueline Peart
Pamela Pederson
Samuel Pelensky
Suzanne Pelensky
Rhonda Perkins
April Person
Amy Peterson
Billie Jo Peterson
Mysti Petronek
Conni Pfleger
Melissa Phillips

Patricia Phillips
Rose Picchi
Kaye Picking
Debora Pietrykowski
Penny Pike
Amber Pinski
Patricia Plant
Dr. Emilia Ploplys
Pamela Polutnik
Angela Poor
Dale Potter
Shannon Potter
Megan Powell
Darcy Powers
Angela Pratt
Terry Preite
Bill Preston
Dani Prinzing
Dominic Puckett
Sonia Puckett
Becky Pugh
Tina Rabbitt
Robin Rainingbird
Theresa Rambo
Julie Ramsey
John Ramstead
Sandy Ramstead
Peggy Randono
Lauren Ravelli
June Raymond
Charla Rearden
Lorraine Reed
Shannon Reimers

Camile Reovan
Latoya Reovan
Debi Reynolds
Penny Reynolds
Cynthia Rice
Stacy Rice
Clifford Richards
Karin Richins
James Rickmon
Shawnee Ridl
Phillip Riegelmeier
Shirley Riehl
Paula Rilling
Josh Ringer
Kelly Rio
Jen Roady
Lee Roath
Kristen Robbins
Desiree Robel
Dee Jay Robinson
Lendee Robinson
Sandy Robinson
Vicki Robinson
Kelly Rogers
Theresa Rogers
Vicki Rogers
Grant Roman
Kristin Ronke
Bonnie Root
Vickie Ropp
Judy Rosales
Michael Rosalez
Christine Ross

Holly Ross
Kathi Ross
Shelley Rossberg
Desiree Roth
Judy Rowe
Kristen Rowen
Lisa Rubino
David Runkel
Karla Rustin
Patricia Ryan
Janet Ryffel
Austin Sabers
Audrey Sabol
Andrew Sakalis
Darcy Salgado
Jeannette Salmonsen
Linda Salois
Christine Sanchez
Rachell Sanchez
Holly Sandoval
Crystal Sanford
Clayton Satra
Felicia Saunders
Rebekah Schaefer
Anne Schaeffer
Scott Schandelson
Sara Scheer
Erin Schermele
Colter Schilling
Kimberly Schilling
Mary Schleer
Debbie Schmid
Jamason Schmidt

Employee Giving Continued

“I’ve contributed through 
the We Care! We Share! 
Campaign since I started 
working at Benefis. 

I give a small portion of 
my salary each pay 
period. I really don’t miss 
it, and what I get back in 
feeling like I make a 
difference for someone in 
need is priceless.

The best part is that I get to 
decide where my money goes based on what is important to me 
and to my family in whatever stage of life we happen to be in. 

My passion for giving started with my dad … and a seizure … 
and the diagnosis of a brain tumor in June 2001. He had surgery, 
and we were hopeful. In 2001, I began giving to the Benefis 
Sletten Cancer Institute.

In 2002, my dad had more complications from the remaining 
tumor and was sent to the Mayo Clinic for a second surgery and 
radiation. My mom and I were fortunate enough to be guests 
of the ‘Hope Lodge,’ Mayo’s version of Gift of Life Housing. 
We were able to stay near the hospital and connect with other 
families. Dad had complications due to the radiation and was 
flown home, becoming one of the first residents of the Peace 

Hospice House. He also is one of the very few who left the 
Hospice House as his situation improved and spent some time 
on the Rehab floor. This was the year I began giving to Gift of Life 
Housing, Peace Hospice and Rehab.

Life continued. Mom had to get a job to pay the bills, which 
meant Dad was home alone. His mobility wasn’t great; he had 
some falls and some issues in the kitchen, so we were directed 
to Meals on Wheels. Dad truly enjoyed the meals but more so 
he enjoyed the company. We were relieved to know that he had 
a good meal, a friendly face and the comfort in knowing that 
someone could check on him. That was the year I started giving 
to Meals on Wheels.

We spent more time at the Sletten Cancer Institute, where dad 
had a CyberKnife treatment … and I contributed more to the SCI.  
In March 2008, Dad got really sick and there was nothing more 
we could do. We were welcomed back to Peace Hospice and we 
all were with Dad when he took his last breath on May 28, 2008.

I know I am not the biggest contributor. But it makes me 
feel good knowing I am part of a larger picture and that  
I can help those organizations that helped us when we 
needed it the most. Because of me and because of us, 
we can continue to help others who might face the same 
challenges. You just never know when it might be you 
who needs help.”

Andrea Cordeiro, Manager of West Campus Specialty Clinic
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When you donate to support an endowment, that “forever fund” generates income year in  
and year out to support important healthcare services in Great Falls and the region.

Thanks to the Montana Endowment Tax Credit, donors receive significant savings when they  
make a planned gift to one of Benefis Health System Foundation’s endowments. The tax credit  
was created to encourage gifts to endowments because these types of funds will help ensure  
the future of excellent healthcare services in our great state.

In order to qualify for the tax credit, the following must apply:

☛ Individuals must make planned gifts. This is easy – we provide all the necessary documentation.
☛ Those gifts qualify for a 40% tax credit, up to $10,000 per person.
☛ Corporate or other business entity gifts qualify for a 20% credit, up to $10,000, and these  
 entities may make outright gifts.

To find out more about how you can make a gift and receive benefits through the  
Montana Endowment Tax Credit, please call Director of Planned Giving & Finance Marilyn Parker  
at 406.455.5840. ✦

Help Ensure the Future of Healthcare

Kristin Schmidt
Kathy Schmock
Tiffany Schneider
Fred Schoby
Elizabeth Schreher
Brian Schruth
Cindy Schultz
Laura Schultz
Kimberly Schwartz
Rebecca Schweigert
Amy Scott
Cindy Scott
Michele Scott
Ray Scribner

Emily Seabolt
Augustus Seeley
Leslie Seltzer
Shelby Senger
Kelsey Shammel
Jana Shank
Jennifer Shatto
Catherine Shaw
Jerry Shaw
Emily Shelton
Connie Sherman
Karrie Sherman
Shari Shettel

Elaine Shine
Denise Shortridge
Kathy Shryne
Leann Shuman
Melissa Shuman
Linda Simonich
Karlee Simonson
Cody Skilling
Christina Skinner
Lydia Skoog
Sydney Slezak
Aubrey Smartt
Ameda Smith
Elizabeth Smith

Ligaya Smith
Meaghan Smith
Michael Smith
Scott Smith
Wendy Smith
Penny Smoot
Jacquelynn Snider
Dr. Christina Sotiropoulos
Dr. George Sotiropoulos
Karyn Sowa
Sandra Sowa
Robert Stauffer
Amber Steers

Amy Steinke
Sally Stephens
Jenna Stevens
Pam Stevens-Reitz
Aubree Steveson
Amy Stewart
Lorrie Stewart
Jean Stillwell
Pete Stivers
Bernadette Stock
Marsha Stokes
Kellie Stoller
Jackson Storm
Colleen Stott

Lesley Stout
Katherine Stover
Kelly Stubbs
Debora Sudan
Amy Sundstrom
Cherry Supalla
John Surak
Robert Sutich
Kirsten Svennungsen
Janice Swanson
Jaylene Swanson
Chris Swensen
Ted Szudera

Brandi Szydlowski
Daniel Tacke
Carol Tadej
Claudia Tang
Dr. Patrick Tang
Jessica Tapp
Aranda Taylor
Caleb Taylor
Lee Taylor
Renee Teberg
Brandy Terry
Dennis Teves
Aurelia Thomas
Joselyn Thomas

Melissa Thomas
Jay Thomas
Dorothy Thomason
Carol Thompson
Caylie Thompson
Crystal Thompson
Jody Thompson
Karen Thornton
Deb Thoroughman
Jordyn Thorson
Danielle Tierney
Dr. Greg Tierney
Kristin Tiersch

Kelly Timmer
Crystal Todd
Kristi Tompers
Sue Tonne
Christina Toon
Kaitlin Torres
Colette Trainor
Nora Tramp
Carlene Turner
Brittney Turville
Vicki Tuttle
Krystal Tweet
Michele Uhrich
Kathy Ulery

Kathleen Umphres
Dr. Kelly Underhill
Jim Van De Riet
Deb Vance
Sherry Vance
Gunnar VanderMars
Laura Vanni-Kelly
Joshua Vernon
Kristine Vickers
Patty Vielle
Wendy Vincent
Chuck Volf
Peggy Vollrath

Mary Vye
Melissa Wagnild
Julia Wahl
Steven Walden
Dr. Douglas Waldo
Paula Walker
Sarah Walker
Julie Wall
John Wallace
Beth Walter
Chad Waltz
Ronald Ward
Susan Ward
Anne Warehime
Gene Warehime
Sue Warren
Troy Wassmann
Brooke Watt
Robin Watz
Wendy Weaverling
Vaille Weeks
Richard Weil
Matthew Weiler
Mary Weinberg
Tiffany Weir
Pamela Weiss
Dr. Nicole  
 Wellman Donester
Cynthia Wester
Jill Whisler
Cindy Whitaker
Amber White
Judy White
Kara White
Sarah White
Lisa Whitford
Velma Whitt
Michael Whyte
Camille Wiegand
Judy Wiegand
Mari Wilbur

Andrea Wilke
Diana Williams
Judy Williams
Tonya Williamson
Toni Willis
Vianna Willmarth
Debbie Wilmore
Annie Wilson
Tawnee Winberry
Leza Winters
John Wirsching
Breanna Wojciechowski
Belinda Wolf
Sarah Woloszyn
Susie Woodcock
Ashley Woods
April Woods-Tatarka
Cassandra Worrell
Victoria Worrell
Donald Worth
Diana Wrobel
Stephen Wurz
Melissa Wynegar
Betsy Yaeger
Kathy Yarger
Angela Young
Jeff Young
Jessa Youngers
Beth Yurek
Pauline Zarling
Christie Zigan
Ron Zobrak
Kelsey Zomer
Michael Zook
Cheri Zrowka
Megan Zuhoski
Tamara Zuidema

“I donate to support the Angel Fund. I don’t have  
everything I’ve always wanted, but I do have  
everything I have ever needed. 

If you give of yourself, life will give back.”

Sarah Cuellar, Administrative Assistant at Benefis Senior Services

Help Ensure the Future of Healthcare
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and you need five days of radiation each week 
for six weeks or weekly chemotherapy 
treatments … and your life depends on it. 

Many people from the region who are faced 
with a prognosis like this conclude that it’s just 
not realistic. Cancer treatments are exhausting, 
sometimes causing fatigue and nausea. Plus 
you’re bound to have snow and icy conditions 
during the winter. and traveling back and forth 
gets expensive.

Then they hear about the Benefis Foundation’s 
Gift of Life Housing Centers and breathe a sigh 
of relief. Treatment is possible after all.

Gift of Life Housing is free, apartment-style 
housing for people who live outside of 
Great Falls and are undergoing treatment 
at Benefis Health System for cancer or 
another illness, or who have a child in the 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.

“People in Montana need Gift of Life,” said 
Pastor John Fauerbach of Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church in Chester. “It’s essential 
because of the distances people need to travel 
to get the care they need.”

And that’s why the Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church congregation has given nearly $25,000 
from its Benevolence Fund over the past five 
years to support Gift of Life.

“Because of the make-up of the people in our 
community, we see a lot of people getting 
cancer,” said Pastor John. “They are our 
families, friends and neighbors. We want them 
to get the help they need. I don’t see how they 
could do it without Gift of Life.”

Pastor John’s ministry at Our Savior’s began 
about six years ago, right around the time the 
church transitioned to a congregational church 
with the ability to choose the beneficiaries of its 
benevolent funds. After the transition, the 
church council began meeting to discuss which 
charities to support.

“The people of our congregation and, indeed, 
this community are very giving and 
generous,” said Pastor John’s wife, Jeannie. 

“They really want to support programs like 
Gift of Life Housing so local people can take 
advantage of the programs.”

Jeannie knows firsthand what a difference a place 
like Gift of Life makes. When her mother was 
diagnosed with lung cancer in 2012, she would fly 
home to Pennsylvania to take her mother to her 
chemotherapy and radiation treatments at a 
cancer center that was an hour and a half away.

“She had to go Monday through Friday for six weeks,” 
said Jeannie. “We would leave at some early hour in 
the morning and wouldn’t get back until suppertime.”

That’s a similar scenario to what people in Chester 
and along the Hi-Line might be facing when they 
are diagnosed with cancer.

“It takes about an hour and a half to get to Great 
Falls,” Jeannie said. “If it’s the middle of winter, 
then it takes longer.”

Last year, 12 people from Liberty County stayed at 
Gift of Life, some more than once. In the past five 
years, a total of 38 people from this area have 
benefitted from this important program.

“It really does make a huge difference; for some 
people it really is life or death – they have to 
stay there in Great Falls,” said Pastor John.

“It’s such an important ministry you have there at 
Gift of Life – we have to support it,” he said, 
adding that Gift of Life is one of the charities they 
support consistently.

Gift of Life Coordinator Sara Branom said the 
faithful generosity from this small congregation has 
made a difference in hundreds of lives.

“The people of Our Savior’s Lutheran know giving 
to others despite their own needs is the right thing 
to do, so they decided to do it abundantly,” she 
said. “On behalf of everyone who Gift of Life has 
helped, thank you again and again.” ✦

“It’s amazing what great things  
one little church can do.” 

“People in Montana need 
Gift of Life. It’s essential 
because of the distances 
people need to travel to 
get the care they need.”

–Pastor John Fauerbach
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Pastor John and his wife Jeannie 
understand how crucial Gift of Life is 

to the people in their area.

Opposite page, top: 
The congregation at Our Savior’s 

Lutheran Church.

In sprawling Northcentral Montana, 
it’s not uncommon for folks who live in 
outlying towns to commute 100 miles 
or more to Great Falls for medical care. 

But this travel can be daunting when 
you’ve been diagnosed with cancer

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Chester



Apply Now for  
Healthcare Scholarships
Applications for financial assistance through 
the Benefis Health System Foundation’s 
Healthcare Scholarship Program are 
available now for students pursuing degrees 
in healthcare. 

The available scholarships along with the  
application form are listed online at 
benefisfoundation.org. 

The deadline to apply for both  
Fall 2016 and Spring 2017 
semesters is June 1.
Last year, Benefis Foundation awarded 
33 students from Great Falls and the 
surrounding region with a total of 
$106,900 in scholarships.

Four of last year’s recipients are included in 
the photos below:

You Can Help Make Nursing 
Career Dreams Come True!
We are grateful to the many generous 
donors who support the Benefis Foundation’s 
Healthcare Scholarship Program for helping 
make it possible for so many students to 
realize their career dreams and find satisfying 
jobs right here in our community.

If you are interested in supporting this 
important program, you may give a gift using 
the enclosed envelope or give your gift online 
at benefisfoundation.org.

 
SPRING 2016  9

Gift of Life Housing Centers have been a home away from 
home for more than 2,250 people from 47 Montana counties, 
31 other states, and two Canadian provinces since the first 
housing center opened in 1991. 
This is thanks to grassroots fundraising efforts by people who cared and 
wanted to help others in their time of need as well as the hundreds of 
donors who have supported Gift of Life over the past 25 years. 

The two housing centers, one on Benefis East Campus and the other on 
Benefis West Campus, together offer a total of 22 apartments and six 
short-stay rooms (similar to hotel rooms). The apartments each have a 
fully-equipped kitchen, living room, bedroom and bathroom, with linens 
and towels provided. There are laundry facilities as well.

Additionally, both housing centers provide RV spaces with necessary hookups.

People who stay at Gift of Life consider it a blessing because it makes 
treatment possible for people whose lives depend on it. It truly does 

provide the “gift of life.”

You can help support this critical housing by 
giving a gift online at benefisfoundation.org 
or using the enclosed giving envelope. To find 
out more, please call 406.455.5840.

How You Can Help Provide 
The Gift of Life

West Gift of Life

East Gift of Life

Evan Thompson and Gavin Lee

Mary Middagh with husband Keith.

Natasha Yearous (right) with friend 
Marisa Bender.

benefisfoundation.org
benefisfoundation.org
benefisfoundation.org


Mayfaire Supporters  
Enhance Life-Saving 

Care Provided by Benefis 
Emergency Services
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Taylor Forsyth, with Benefis Trauma Services, fits a youth skier with a new 
ski helmet, courtesy of Benefis Foundation donors.

Hundreds of lives are saved each year by the skilled 
care providers at Benefis Emergency Services. This 
critical department, which includes the Emergency Department, 
Mercy Flight, the Communications Center and Trauma Services, 
is the front door to care for many people in our community and 
region – and no one is turned away. 

People who donate to support Emergency Services help make it 
possible to provide excellent care as a Level II Trauma Center to 
thousands of patients each year. This has been going on since 
shortly after the hospital merger in 1996, when Carter and Judy 
Williams and Keith and Olive Ario came together and made the 
lead gifts that gave Great Falls a new Emergency Department at 
Benefis Health System.

Donor support has continued through the years, helping keep the 
emergency care providers equipped with the technology and training 
necessary to be prepared for the huge range of conditions they see. 

Last year was no different. In fact, it was exceptional thanks to the 
support Emergency Services received from Mayfaire. 

These are some of the enhancements Mayfaire donors 
helped make possible: 

❖ High-tech wireless monitors that free patients from being 
tethered by all the lines to a bedside monitor or if they need to  
go to Radiology for an X-ray or even a trip to the restroom.

❖ Bike, skateboard and equestrian helmets for the Safety First 
Rally and other community events and, for the first time, winter 
sports helmets. A team from Trauma Services fit 152 new skiers 
and snowboarders with the free helmets in early January at 
Showdown Ski Area.

❖ Six radios that have plugged a communications gap. The  
radios use UHF frequencies to communicate internally with the 
Emergency Department and the Communications Center and  
VHF frequencies to communicate with emergency responders  
on the scene, be they with Mercy Flight, Great Falls Emergency 
Services or a regional first responder group.

❖ A Pediatric code cart for the Emergency Department so 
personnel will have all the specialized medical supplies in one  
spot to respond to a medical crisis for a younger patient.

❖ Emergency Services now has four sets of video laryngoscopes 
– two sets for the Emergency Department, one set on the  
Mercy Flight fixed wing and one set on the Mercy Flight rotor  
wing. All four are the same version and the entire staff will be 
trained on them in February.

❖ Educational training for the Trauma Services team and 
Emergency Department nurses.

❖ iPads for patients and their families in the reception area.

“Support from donors has allowed us to be flexible in how 
we provide patient care,” said Scott Schandelson, Manager of 
Benefis Emergency Services and Mercy Flight. “We can try new 
things to reduce overall cost, time and efficiency. The ability to 
do that consistently is important.”

Scott said some enhancements, such as the radios, don’t 
cost a great amount but have made a huge difference in 
how the care providers communicate with each other, 
much closer to real time.

“Philanthropy allows us to be creative in ways that aren’t always 
anticipated,” he said. “We will always meet the standard of care. 
But, with philanthropy dollars, we are able to exceed it continuously.” 

An Encore Mayfaire Performance
The Benefis Foundation is excited to be teaming up once again 
with Benefis Emergency Services for Mayfaire 2016. This year’s 
focus is on supporting advancements in the Emergency and 
Trauma Center that will serve Great Falls and Northcentral 
Montana for decades to come.

The existing Emergency Department opened its doors 
nearly two decades ago, and the time has come for 
transformative changes. When it was completed in 1998, the 
department served around 24,000 patients a year. Now that 
number has climbed to 34,000. On top of that, the exam rooms 
are too small by today’s medical standards… and there aren’t 
enough of them at peak times.

The proceeds from Mayfaire, coming up May 13 and 14, will help 
with a transformation of the department that will increase the 
number and size of exam rooms plus many other enhancements.

To help support this important project, you may give a gift using 
the enclosed giving envelope or make your gift online at 
benefisfoundation.org.

benefisfoundation.org


    

 
SPRING 2016  11

Benefis Health System Foundation is grateful to the many caring donors who support our mission of 
improving and enhancing healthcare services in Great Falls and Northcentral Montana.  

Thank you for making an important difference for people and families in our region. 
Donors listed gave gifts October 1 through January 31.

Angel Fund &  
221 Children’s Fund  
& Endowments
Eugene C. Blackman
Clyde & Carol Byerly
Dr. George & Frances Carlson
Donald & Marilyn Derks
Joseph & Karin Di Salvo
Shari Dolan
Christine K. Ebeling
Faith Lutheran Church
Wilbert W. Graf
Derald & Alice Guilbert
Hellbar, Inc.
Dr. Charles & Gerry Jennings
Dr. Richard & Lorena Lauritzen
William & Ruth Lowden
Kelly L. Michel
Sletten Companies
Loretta M. Standley
Kenneth & Terry Thompson
Craig Whitlock

IN MEMORY OF

Dixie Boland
Judy L. Doheny

A. Lorraine Brannon
Amber Steers & Kellan Brannon

Harriet Cady-McCormick
Russ & Terry Hanson

Thomas R. Davis
William & Mary Hurley

Cynthia A. Peterson
Rich & Donna Dengel

Carole J. Pratt
The LePard Family

Robert E. Rathbun
Russ & Terry Hanson

Reuben Scheuerman
Dusty Winds, Inc.

William B. Strissel
Dusty Winds, Inc.

Kamdyn D. Tweet
David & Beckey Tweet

Kellyn G. Tweet
David & Beckey Tweet

James H. Vance
The Brennan Family

Tracy L. Wendland
Russ & Terry Hanson

IN HONOR OF

Daniel & Jackie Rice
Errol & Stacy Rice

Children’s Bereavement 
Program/Camp Francis 
Funds & Endowments
Clyde & Carol Byerly
Gary & Kathleen Davis
Alice L. Lund Charitable Trust
Kimberly A. McCleary
New York Life Foundation
Studio Montage
The Boutique
Michael & Tina Wong

IN MEMORY OF

Marvin E. Aune
Linda M. Van Tighem

Darcy L. Dengel
Margo Parry

Leroy Juneau
Richard & Carol Winchell

Susan L. Parker
Margo Parry

Gerald L. Smith
Sheryl L. Friden
Thomas & Marilyn Hall
Mary Pat Smith

Constance M. St. Pierre
George Darragh Jr.

Gerald P. Van Tighem
Linda, Jennifer &  
 Jessica VanTighem

IN HONOR OF

Debbie L. Jeppesen
Audrey A. Goyette

Melodie D. Moss
Audrey A. Goyette

Dr. Leslie A. Russell
Audrey A. Goyette

Gift of Life Fund  
& Endowment
Lenore Adams
American Lutheran Church  
 Women of the ELCA, Chinook
Ed Arensmeyer
Homer & Susan Arthur
Loyal & LaVonne Babb
Matthew & Elizabeth Baldwin
M. Lorraine Barkhoff
Loretta J. Beck
Carol A. Beeler
Kenneth & Avis Berkram
Jerry & Kathy Bilger
Eugene C. Blackman
Shannon Brinkman
Clyde & Carol Byerly
John & Jacquie Carlson
Armond & Joan Cheek
Edward & Patricia Childers
Don & Barbara Donahue

Maxine S. Dronen
Willard & Carlene Dunlop
Christine K. Ebeling
Donna England
Carol L. Fannan
Joel & Ruth Fenger
Virginia A. Flesch
Charles & Darlene Gardner
Don & Kathy Garramone
Preston & Arlene Gollihugh
Great Falls Moose Lodge #532
James & Sheryl Gullon
Jeff & Debbie Hagener
Donald & Shirley Hall
Herman & Judy Handstede
Josephine Birch Hayes
Richard A. Hodgdon Estate
Joel & Julia Hofer
Hopkins Family
Ronald & Rosemarie Joers
Pam Johnson
Larry & Darlene Jones
Raymond & Michelle Keller
Lane & Leta Kennedy
Debra Koetitz
Paul & Vivian Kordonowy
William & Janice Kropp
Bruce Lamb
Dr. John & Lois Leeds
Nancy A. Lewis
Lyle & Idella Lilienthal
Wayne E. Linnell
Christopher & Brenda Maloney
Malta Lutheran Ladies WELCA
Mike & Norma Mariani
Ben & Alice Martin
Nadeen McCracken
Messiah Lutheran Church Women
Frank J. Moravec
Paul Mousseau &  
 Dr. Kelly Underhill
Patrick & Donna Murdy
Craig & Gwen Nowak
Patrick & Claudia O’Connell
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,  
 Chester
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,  
 Women of the Word, Chester
Pacific Western Technologies
Gayle Patrick
Franklin & Shirley Peck
Nathan & Sandra Petty
Richard & Sharon Pollington
Terry & Karen Pollington
Paul E. Preeshl
Loraine P. Roberts
James & Beth Roen
Roy Benjamin Farm
Hugh D. Sands
Paul Sebey
Clinton & Muriel Sennett
Patrick M. Shannon
Kenneth & Patsy Shelhamer
Reddick & Freida Sibley

Violet Sinclair
Casey Solomon
R. Michael & Trudie Spangler
Stockmens Bank
Carolyn M. Stone
David J. Stuver
James & Mary Ann Sullivan
Mike & Jena Tabacco
Raymond & Rosetta Tangmo
Donna I. Taylor
Fred Tesch
Ron & Pinky Thaut
Alycia Thomas
Larry & Linda Thomas
Triple X Red Angus
Ray E. Valentine
Bryan Van Heel
Lisa VandenBos
William Verploegen
Diane J. Walker
Russ & Judy Waring
Judith S. Williams
Don & Shirlee Witt
Women of the Moose  
 Great Falls Chapter No. 547

IN MEMORY OF

Burke D. Allen
Dorris M. Hamilton

Florence C. Allen
Dorris M. Hamilton

Ayleen P. Chauvet
Shirley M. Kralich

Donald H. DeHaan
Bea DeHaan

Jane A. Depuydt
Jean M. Depuydt

Leo J. Depuydt
Jean M. Depuydt

Shirley Depuydt
Jean M. Depuydt

Lawren A. Frost
Janet A. Garrison

Emma Rae Heinitz
Marcus & Anna Strange

Ed Hencz
Margaret A. Hencz

Lt. Col. Donald D. Higgins
Carra A. Higgins

Donnie Hould
Richard & Linda DeVries

Dorothy J. Johnson
Dr. Robert & Maureen Schmitt

William Jubert
Joy S. Jubert

Helen L. Mavencamp
Walter & Marian Frost
Jean Mavencamp
June Mavencamp
Monte W. Mavencamp

Gay Nalivka
Theo Kosowski & Jeannine 
Turgeon
Harold & Linda Madison
James & Rhonda Madison
Dave & Betty Melby

Harry W. Olson
Ed & Thelma McMaster

Richard J. Paugh
Cynthia M. Blanco

Marjorie D. Petersen
Merideth M. Wendland

Russel Raisland
Teresa Raisland

Eunice M. Rogers
Ben Taylor, Inc.
Jeanette Brown
Eldon C. Halverson
Marvin & Sandra Jeppesen
Allan & Diane Underdal

Cheryl L. Seibel
Robert E. Seibel

Margaret L. Sorensen
Timothy A. Sorensen

Leonard D. Steinbacher
Greg & Rita Krueger

Ruth G. Steinbacher
Greg & Rita Krueger

Elmer E. Venne
Joseph & Jennifer Hofer

Thomas L. Vinberg
Ernest & Lauretta Vinberg

Robert Willis
Joe Willis

Generosity

Your Gifts Make a Real Difference

Continued on page 12

Join the  
Caring Hearts  

Monthly Giving Club 
and support the  

Benefis Foundation  
fund or program  
that’s dearest to  

your heart. 

❤
We can set it up for you  

to give through  
your bank account  
or by credit card.  
It’s that easy! 

Call us at 406.455.5840  
to learn more.
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IN HONOR OF

Donna Caruso-Hirst
Roma Careaga

Theodore Edmister
Marsha L. Ferguson
Kevin & Jackie Fullerton
Wade L. Kammer

Monte W. Mavencamp
Jean Mavencamp
June Mavencamp
Monte W. Mavencamp

Julie L. Nagy
Luther & Jeanne Simundson

Darlene Pomeroy
Cornelia Anderson

Jeanne Simundson
Rev. Robert & Julie Nagy

Luther Simundson
Rev. Robert & Julie Nagy

Greatest Need  
Fund & Endowment
Robert M. Anderson Estate
Antelope Butte Ranch
Cheryl D. Austin
James & Carol Auth
Philip H. Bailey
Richard C. Bennett
Patsy J. Berkeley
Kenneth & Avis Berkram
Norris & Doris Bjork
Eugene C. Blackman
Freda L. Bryson
Donna Caruso-Hirst
Church, Harris, Johnson & Williams
Jack R. Davis
Dr. Paul & Cindy Dolan
Shari Dolan
Don & Esther Finlayson
Kory & Angela Hastings
Greg & Valerie Hatley
Dr. James Hinde &  
 Dr. Lynn O’Malley
Lisa Jenkins
W. Bjarne & Dena Johnson
Carl R. Kellington
Loyall & Barbara Kissee
Nancy A. Lewis
Kathy J. Mangold
Kenneth & Faye Moss
New York Life Foundation
Donald & June Ollmann
William & Jonna Preston
Leroy Strand

James & Dee Strauss
Rodney & Marilyn Thorne
Ray E. Valentine
Kristine D. Vickers
George & Margie Willett

IN MEMORY OF

Richard Artz
Walt & Angela Walker

Beth Bergum
Dick & Nancy Doughten

Dr. Robert J. Casey
Dr. William & Juanita McGregor

Allen E. Decker
Knights of Columbus  
 Council No. 1493

Ethel V. Doheny
John Ilgenfritz & Sheena Wilson

Isabelle I. Getten
James & Mary Larson

Jean C. Guile
Family & Friends
Diane McGurran

Jean Hamilton
Don & Susan Hamilton

Mack J. Hamilton
Don & Susan Hamilton

Joseph L. Levesey Jr.
Chris D. Ames
The Levesey-Pease Family
John & Judith Pradere

Vernon E. Ludtke
Emily J. Adams

David D. Madson
Kenneth & Edna Palagi

Robert J. Mattingly
Richard & Carol Winchell

Michael R. Mays
Ligaya P. Mays

Luella M. Merriman
Phyllis A. Lee

Janet Morley
Lewis Roca Rothgerber

Dorothy C. Obie
Dick & Nancy Doughten

Donald M. Richcreek
Morris L. Smith

Joyce M. Schubert
Homer L. Potts

John R. Skees
Dr. William & Juanita McGregor

Lawrence K. Steen
Emily J. Adams

Edward Tade Jr.
Tade & Aitken Families

Robert Willis
Dennis & Carroll Weir

IN HONOR OF

Dr. William &  
Juanita McGregor
Robert & Janet Braico

Peace Hospice &  
Peace Hospice  
Residential Funds  
& Endowments
Shane & Marietta Benton
Archie C. Bishop
Eugene C. Blackman
Mildred Bohl
Clyde & Carol Byerly
Carter Family
Christ United Methodist Women
D.A. Davidson
Donald & Gayle Dahlen
Andrew & Wendy Davidson
Dorothy A. Davis
Corrie Dorrington
Laura E. Flaherty
Gannon Ranch, Inc.
James & Joanie Kiser
Sandra D. Kotas
Dr. Morgan Leach &  
 Dr. Mindy Sterner
Martin & Diana Leonard
George & Colleen McCabe
James Meade, CPA
Lance & Marilyn Olson
Richard & Debra Olson
Loraine P. Roberts
Timothy & Beverly Sachsenmaier
Carol R. Shanahan
Heather K. Spurzem
Stockmens Bank
Leroy Strand
Tim & Terri Tew
Willard & Nancy Weaver
Vincent S. Werner
Thomas W. Zadick

IN MEMORY OF

Donald E. Abdul
Patricia Abdul

Dolores M. Albrecht
Kenneth W. Albrecht

Arlene M. Anderson
Larry & Sandra Davidson

Raymond L. Anderson
Terry & Helen Reistad

William L. Anderson
Inez F. Bray

Dr. Charles R. Astrin
Dr. Dale G. Johnson

Bonnie R. Barton-Hlad
Bonnie M. Pacini
Parker Farms
Lea G. Reiling
Linda Sentz

Thomas J. Bauer
Patricia A. Bauer

Leonard Bench Jr.
William & Connie Morris

Gail Benton
Shane & Marietta Benton

Audrey R. Bergman
Tim & Billiette Coolidge

Leonida Bodner
Gale & Andrea Harlow
Roberta Spurzem

Don Boettcher
Shirley Boettcher
Janice M. Dempsey
Amy E. Ford
Wayne & Sandra Francom
Lois B. Wirtala

Dixie Boland
Charles & Kelly Maki

Diana L. Boom
Family & Friends
Tim & Terri Tew
Mark & Julie Young

Florence M. Boysun
Randal & Susan Boysun

Ray Brady
Big Spring Ranch
John & Annette Schipf

Geraldine P. Broadhurst
Dennis & Carol Bahnmiller
D O Farms, Inc.
Calvin & Michelle Danreuther
Keith & Patti Jo Danreuther
Family & Friends
Gary & Rebecca Gollehon
Robert & Debbie Hurley
Keller Sandy Creek Ranch

Dr. Richard & Adrienne Kessler
KR AG Inc.
Robert & Ann Pasha
Brian & Kimera Robertson
Stephen J. Spencer DDS, PLLC
Alice A. Yirsa

James L. Brown
Pete & Terry Skones

Janet M. Bruskotter
Gene & Nancy Dillner
Ian & Kelly Sullivan

Cecelia A. Buckley
George & Barbara O’Dore

Carolyn P. Burrows
Dave & Debra Roberts

Kenneth D. Chauvet
Glenn & Jere Skaalure

Darci A. Covely
Friends at Expedia
Brenda L. Tassos

Moyne A. Croxford
James & Mary Larson

Patrick M. Dailey
Gloria A. Jacoby-Moore

Thomas R. Davis
Carillon Point Account
Family & Friends
Harlen & Blanche Kravik
Joseph L. Levesey, Jr
Robert & Angela Meyers
Kevin & Terri O’Connell
Dustin & Tiffany Shaw
Dwane & Cathy Sutphin
The Animal Haus
Robert & Katherine Van Vleet

Allen E. Decker
Floyd & Dolores Frisbee
Arthur & Evelyn Habel
Vickie Hemstad
Arlene M. Lee
W. Thomas & Betty Michel
Merle Odden
Mary L. Pourroy
Franklin & Jean Schoonover
Russell & Stella Verbael

Theodore V. Denning
Thomas & Paula Brady
Frances H. Duncan
Richard & Debra Gannon
Duane & Katherine Gebhardt
Dottie Mathews
Paula M. Miller
Arnold & Mary Stansberry

Your Gifts Create Lasting Legacies

Thanks to the Women of the Moose Chapter 547 and 
the Great Falls Moose Lodge #532 for your gift of 
$1,200 for Gift of Life Housing Centers. 

Your generosity will make it possible to continue providing a 
cozy home away from home for people who live outside of 
Great Falls and are being treated at Benefis. The money was 
raised through a fundraiser dinner in October and other 
events. Along with supporting Gift of Life and other Great 
Falls charities, these clubs also support Mooseheart, a home 
for children and teens in need located near Chicago.
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C. J. Dennis
Steve Dennis & Katie Lovern

Gerald T. DeNoma
Jay & Sheila Conlon
Marvin & Donna Korb

Susan K. Depner
Kenneth E. Depner

Ethel V. Doheny
Duane & Diane Asmus
Gordon Bechard
Lloyd & Betty Burtness
Sandra Clapshaw
Malvin & Marilyn Copenhaver
Robert & Alice Copenhaver
Judy L. Doheny
Margaret E. Doheny
Joan Elser
Family & Friends
Susan Fleshman
Mary A. Froehle
Thomas & Carla Fuhringer
Arnold & Dolores Gettel
David & Patti Gettel
Roger & Jayne Gettel
Gary & Rebecca Gollehon
Gwen Goodell
Gordon & Shirley Grossman
Arthur & Evelyn Habel
Gerald R. Habel
Larry & Jean Harman
Vickie Hemstad
Charles Horak
Nobby & Betty Johnson
Jack & Lena LaValley
Marjorie V. Mathison
Jerry & Janis McCrae
Eva McDunn
Brent & Kelly Michel
W. Thomas & Betty Michel
Merle Odden
Michael & Catherine Odden
Parker Farms
Jeff & Millie Platisha
Alan & Christine Proff
Errol & Stacy Rice
Lee & Vicki Roath
Franklin & Jean Schoonover
Curt & Bette Schumaker
Richard & Susan Snellman
Amber L. Steers
David & Gail Stephens
Robert E. Stephens
Amy Storle
Byron & Joyce Sutter
Town & Country Club
Ron & Pennie Vihinen
Larry & Charlotte Webb
Warren & Susan Wenz
Richard & Gaile Wilson
Katrina Wilson Martin
Norma J. Wimmer

Kathryn J. Donaldson
Richard & Gayle Berg
Joel & Barbara Cleary
Bruce & Tamara Culbert
Ann A. Hempen
Laurie Jarman
Reverend Jim & Temple Lloyd
Dave Melby & Betty Callies-Melby

Loretta M. Doran Day
Inez F. Bray

Sharie J. Dorrington
Robert Gustovich

Virginia A. Dunsworth
Kathleen J. Senn

Carl V. Eby
Barbara J. Eby

James W. Fagg Jr.
Norman & Karen Lubahn
Bernard & Jacqueline Meier

Steve Ferda
Susan M. Sands

Ruben W. Gebhardt
Dorothy Gebhardt

Barbara Gibbs
Randy Chromey

John D. Gorman
Norvil & Avalyn Carlson
Donald & Donna Petersen

Frank T. Gorny
Dolores L. Gorny

Grace E. Gregori
Jean Randall

Henry M. Grismer
Alfred & Helen Derks
Laura E. Flaherty
Tim Duff & Lisa Freeland
Gerald & Barbara Kakalecik
Harlen & Blanche Kravik
Ralph E. Olson
Lyle & Virginia Pinsonneault
Richard & Judith Schott
Dennis & Cindy Tiffany
Hal Tiffany & Jone Woodside-Tiffany

Jean C. Guile
Nancy C. Lemire
Dennis & Carol Maxson

Leon E. Hansen
Gerald & Barbara Kakalecik
Patty H. Myers

Violet I. Hansen
Laverne H. Knowles

Terrence C. Helseth
C R Anderson School
Garth L. Haugland

Sharon M. Hoover
Bonnie E. Mott

Ruby C. Irion
Harold & Judith Spilde

Leroy Juneau
Demorise & Frances Allen
Family & Friends

Harry Keen
Jay & Helen Robertson

Elaine H. Kueffler
Judith L. Ericksen

Annona D. Larkin
James D. Larkin

Elizabeth R. LaRocque
Lynus & Shirley Sebastian

Harvey F. LaRocque
Lynus & Shirley Sebastian

Michael H. LaSorte
Kevin & Lanell Dodson
Vincent & Linda Taylor
Dale & Teri White
W. Roy & Jeanne Whitten

Jerome Lee
Marcia Driskell
University of Great Falls 
 Galerie Trinitas

Joseph L. Levesey Jr.
Lester & D. Vonnie Adkins
Pete & Mercedes Ames
Roald Bjorseth & Laura Larkin
Sandra Clapshaw
George & Marilyn Clinger
Family & Friends
Robert & Carol Guon
Karen J. Henry
Harris & Janice Kallestad
Patricia Levesey
Jana D. Mital
Marlene Mital
Marjorie F. Nerison
Dr. Thomas & Linda Rosenbaum
Frank Scotten
Jill B. Storbakken
Mel & Ruby Willey

Ronald Lindseth
Julie Lindseth

John Macri
Frank & Lynn Schumacher

William B. Madison Jr.
Donald & Gloria Bedker
City Bar & Casino
Jacqueline Kranz

David D. Madson
James & Sharon Lepard

Eleanor F. Mares
Raymond & Claudette Delger

John H. Maynard
Catherine O’Dell

Dorothy A. McGee
Katherine M. Benzel

Ruthe McGraw
Alan & Barbara Francetich

Ed Meyers
Robert & Angela Meyers

Janet Morley
Fred & Vicky Anderson
Mary A. Ballowe
Robert & Carolyn Brogan

Lurene Neill
James & Frances Combs
Robert & Alice Copenhaver
Margaret E. Doheny
Donna T. Dunn
Joan Elser
Thomas & Carla Fuhringer
H & J Bergstrom Inc.
Arthur & Evelyn Habel
Lonnie & Sharon McCollom
Janis McRae, Christine Proff  
 & Richard Neill
Richard & Angela Neill
Michael & Catherine Odden
John & Ann Park

Floyd T. Nobbs
Jeanne Nobbs

Barbara B. Olds
Carol Greely
Dan & Bonnie Paynich

Harry W. Olson
Donald & Bonnie Gallus

Irene V. Olson
James & Carolyn Carver
Family & Friends
Ralph E. Olson

Donna M. Olszewski
Fraternal Order of Eagles  
 Great Falls Auxiliary #14

Richard R. Osweiler
Lynne Booth
Family & Friends
Alan & Barbara Francetich
Elsie Gruel

Robert Gustovich
Raymond & Helen Hare
April H. Hayes
HUB International
Minnie A. Isler
Sam & Mildred Lucero
Barbara K. Maurer
Montana Farmers Union  
 Insurance Agency
Donna H. Osweiler
Jack N. Osweiler
Cheryl L. Patton
Jeff & Millie Platisha
Joseph & Bette Platisha
Kenneth & Victoria Sappington
Mary Pat Smith

Margaret M. Palagi
Gerald & Barbara Kakalecik

Robert J. Pomajevich
Donald & Gloria Bedker
Glen & Marilyn Enderson
Ellen Foster
Richard & Barbara McKrell
Patricia L. Mueller
Charles & Diana Schedel
J. Kim Schulke
J. Christopher & Ann Sole
James & Ember Woods
Joyce A. Ziegenhagel

Rose M. Poole
Mary Pat Smith

Peggy C. Poulsen
Richard & Sharon Panasuk
Stephen J. Spencer DDS, PLLC

Carole J. Pratt
Glen & Marilyn Enderson

Your Gifts Make a Real Difference

Last fall, the Great Falls Fire Fighters Local #8 presented two 
big checks – for $4,000 each! – to the Benefis Sletten  
Cancer Institute and Women Against Breast Cancer.

In October, the firefighters raised nearly $8,000 by selling Care Enough 
to Wear Pink t-shirts. They also exchanged their work shirts for the  
pink shirts for a week in October to spread awareness, hope and 
encouragement for those who have had or are battling cancer.

Thank you to the Great Falls Fire Fighters and to everyone who cared 
enough to buy a shirt and wear it to help bring awareness to the cause. 
Each person who “Cared Enough to Wear Pink” is helping make many 
important services available to cancer patients treated at Sletten.

Continued on page 14
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Bunny Purdy
Una M. Koontz

Robert E. Rathbun
Terry & Helen Reistad

Willard A. Rehm
Gloria A. Jacoby-Moore

Nancy G. Roch
Harry Z. Roch

Eunice M. Rogers
Laila M. Lindberg

Esther B. Roof
Donald C. Barker

Carmen Rosales
Family & Friends
Juanita L. Rosales

Bertha N. Rossol
Laverne H. Knowles

J. William Schermele
Barbara A. Hawes

Joyce M. Schubert
Harold & Judith Spilde

Duane Schwecke
Rita H. Schrader

Esther Schwecke
Rita H. Schrader

Faye W. Selley
Bob & Louise Falk
Stephen & Randie Swingley

Paul L. Selley
Bob & Louise Falk

Patricia Sharp
Anonymous

Patricia L. Sibert
Family of Patti Sibert

William Skelton, Jr
Skelton Ranch Co. Inc.

Margaret L. Sorensen
Timothy A. Sorensen

Mary J. Staats
Billiette Coolidge
Roberta A. Salterain
Linda Sentz

Patsy M. Stensaker-Ives
Ben E. Ives

Jacque A. Sullivan
Robert & Gayle Gregovich
James & Sandra McKenna

Archie Swan
Charles & Kelly Maki

Margaret M. Swan
Charles & Kelly Maki
Edward Tade Jr.
John & Nancy Clark
Donna Combs
Edward Tade Jr. Family
Ronald Tade
John Williams & Janet Martz

Bret Tanner
Fosseen Foundation

Albert Ullrich
Patty H. Myers
John & Karen Pike
Debra Royce
Stanley & Janet Tiffany

Patricia A. Umphrey
The Lemchens

W. Barry Valacich, DDS
Richard S. Graft, II
John T. Hasquet
Hoard Dental Laboratory
Ray & Joely Round

Rita K. Van Dyke
Gary & Angela Brown
Family & Friends
Joe & Heidi Fritz
Robert Hurley
Dr. William & Helen Meengs
Dennis Seidler
Kenneth Van Dyke

Keith A. Vaughan
Charles & Darlene Bolton
Betty A. Oleson
Ira Shaulis

Robert Willis
Ann Willis

Frances L. Wren
Brian W. Evans
Family & Friends
Willow J. Lyman
Dean & Cheryl Nelson
The Wendt Agency
Robert & Jackie Wren

William D. Wright
Doris Wright

Margery C. Wulf
Mary Sullivan Larson

IN HONOR OF

Peace Hospice of  
Teton County Volunteers
Larry & Sandra Davidson

Susan Maki
Charles & Kelly Maki

Brian & Lisa Maki
Charles & Kelly Maki

Mark & Lynn Maki
Charles & Kelly Maki

Peace Hospice House 
Staff
Cheryl L. Friden
Roberta A. Salterain

Bridget Swan
Charles & Kelly Maki

Mary Swan
Charles & Kelly Maki

Richard Swan
Charles & Kelly Maki

SCI/Oncology Funds  
& Endowments
Lester & D. Vonnie Adkins
Dr. Francis & Helene Allaire
Homer & Susan Arthur
Badger Booster Club
Philip H. Bailey
Henry & Marilyn Before
Eugene C. Blackman
Jeanette Bridgeford
Adam & Eleanor Carroll
Thomas & Rosemary Christiansen
Audrey R. Conner
Kathleen Davis
Tony Degele
Tamara Dimke
Dry Wolf Creek LLC
Marcia R. Edden

Rachel P. Entz
Roger & Jerry Evans
Exposure Marketing & Promotion Inc.
Donald & Bonnie Gallus
Maryann Garrity
Geyser Lucky Clover 4-H Club
Lyndon & Mary Goodrich
Great Falls Firefighters  
 IAFF Local #8
Gerald & Esthermae Habets
Chris Halford & Barbara Bettens
Carl & Pearl Hansen
Caroline G. Hudnall
Judy Hunt
Kenneth & Elda Jacobson
JH Kelly
Rodney S. Johnson
Matthew & Sara Kegal
Gene & Bonnie Knight

Tough Enough To Wear Pink, Central Montana, recently gave 
$6,000 in gas and grocery store gift certificates and hotel 
vouchers to support Central Montana patients who are being 
treated at the Benefis Sletten Cancer Institute. 

The group has multiple fundraising events throughout the year, including a 
pancake breakfast, a prime rib dinner, a golf tournament and fundraisers at 
the Central Montana fairs. 

Thank you so much to everyone who helped make this amazing gift 
possible. Your donation will help make treatments possible for so many 
patients who live outside of Great Falls.

Braids & Beer, a special event where professional 
stylists taught daddies how to do their daughters’ 
hair, raised $1,800 for Camp Francis. 

The event was organized by Jared Brown of New York Life 
Insurance in collaboration with Studio Montage; The 
Boutique, which donated 15 percent of its sales that night; 
The Front, which provided craft beers and food; and Electric 
City Coffee, which provided gift certificates.

Camp Francis is an annual five-day bereavement camp for 
children ages 6 to 12 who are suffering the loss of a parent, 
sibling, grandparent or other loved one. The camp, a free 
service to Montana families, began in 1993 and has grown 
over the years thanks to support from many generous donors 
who give to the camp through the Benefis Foundation.

This past June, 36 children attended Camp Francis, where 
they participated in many activities – music, art, games, 
crafts, hikes, water gun fights and more – to help them with 
their grief journey. The children also made new friends and 
found they are not alone in their grief and that they can 
continue on to have a good life while always remembering 
their loved ones. Camp Francis is where children can let go 
of the sad and fill up on the happy. 

Thank you to everyone who helped organize this fun-filled 
event that provided dads with a little more confidence with 
hairbrushes and ponytail holders and a lot of support for this 
wonderful camp that helps kids find their smiles again.

Your Gifts Create Lasting Legacies
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Thank you for supporting Benefis Foundation!
Our donors deserve proper recognition for their generosity. If your name is listed incorrectly, please contact us & allow us 

 to apologize & correct our records: 406.455.5840 or by email, foundation@benefis.org.

Your Gifts Make a Real Difference
 

Beverly A. Koch
Phyllis A. Lee
Brian & Patricia Loucks
Michael D. Lundy
Robert & Mary Ann McCarley
Dr. William & Juanita McGregor
Mighty Mo Brewing Company
Frank Moravec
Motifs for the Home
Thomas & Sherrill Murray
Nilan Water Users Association
Patrick & Claudia O’Connell
Harlan & Patricia Orham
Region 3 Probation & Parole
Stanley R. Renning
Sacajawea School
Timothy & Beverly Sachsenmaier
Scheels Sports
Dr. Frank & Gail Searl
Corbin & Joyce See
Emily Seidlitz & Charley Gipe
Steven C. Shallow
Robert & Lynn Shanks
J. Robert & Patricia Sletten
Phyllis M. Smith
Everett & Georgia Snortland
Tough Enough to Wear Pink,  
 Central Montana
Edward & Betty Van Tighem
Rebecca J. Waldner
R. William & Linda Walsh
Russ & Judy Waring
Cecil & Bonnie Warren
Myron & Carol Wasson
Michel & Nancy Wayman
David L. Wilsey
Edward & Rhee Wirtz
Shirley A. Yirsa

IN MEMORY OF

Lee A. Miller
Anonymous

Robert L. Anderson
James & Janice Anderson
Richard & Autumn Beatty
Family & Friends
Melanie S. Ito
Keith & Roberta King
Chuck & Wanda Pfrimmer
Charles W. Wilkinson
Wanda Wearley

Richard Artz
Wayne & Denise Agee
Loren & Christine Aiken
Shawn Artz
Shirley Artz
David & Jackie Barrett
Big Sky Maintenance  
 of Choteau, LLC
Kevin & Elizabeth Cornell
Scott & CAnn Cornell
Clifford & Marie Crawford
Ross & Lorran Depner
Rosemarie Driessen
Family & Friends
Donald & Bonnie Gallus
Marvin & Donna Gulick
Ladd Henderson
Daniel & Leona Huidekoper
Gerald & Barbara Kakalecik
Richard & Donna Kellogg
Tom & Chris McCall
Chuck & Susie Melaney

John & Donna Myers
Gary & Marilyn Parker
Raymond & Noel Phillips
Professional Marketing, LLC
Dale Sirucek
Mary Skinner
Sun River Electric Cooperative Inc.
Terry & Charleen Utterback
Frank & Madeline Witt
George L. Yeager
Mark & Julie Young

Kenneth E. Beck
Boyce D. Fowler

Mary T. Blanchet
John R. Blanchet

Dixie Boland
Gene & Bonnie Knight

Janet M. Bruskotter
Ian Sullivan

Ayleen P. Chauvet
Shirley M. Kralich

Diane M. Corne
Family & Friends
Judy A. Gretch

Moyne A. Croxford
Audrey O. Stratford

Patrick M. Dailey
Arlene M. Kato

Richard C. Eklund
Gene & Bonnie Knight

Barbara J. Fisher-Senger
Timothy & Beverly Sachsenmaier

Richard Hanson
Mark & Mary Nicholls

David R. Hefti
Eva Anseth
Family & Friends
LaVonne Hefti

Larry Hodge
Patricia M. Hodge Fredrickson

Dawn S. Holt
Gregory B. Holt

George Kato
Arlene M. Kato

Joseph L. Levesey Jr.
Douglas & Frances Larkin
Tom & Jana Mital

Harvey L. Marshall
David & Jackie Barrett

Kathleen A. Murray
Michael J. Murray

Barbara B. Olds
Edward & Beverly Rehor

Milton J. Olsen
Marjorie J. Olsen

Ronald M. Senger
Timothy & Beverly Sachsenmaier

Doug Shaw
Lester W. Smith
Richard & Gaile Wilson

Olive M. Sheppard
Arlene M. Kato

Margaret L. Sorensen
Timothy A. Sorensen

Patsy M. Stensaker-Ives
Ben E. Ives

Shelly M. Stone
City Bar & Casino
George & Susan Drummond
John & Lois Hill
Stephen & Rona Matheson

Robert Stricker
Cindy Ellingson

Annabelle Stricker
Cindy Ellingson

Scott L. Sturges
Patricia A. Sturges

William Taylor
Shirley Taylor

Barbara A. Tucker
Jerry & Kim Tucker

IN HONOR OF

Dr. Donald H. Berdeaux
Helen I. Becker

Dr. Chad M. Engan
Mary Engan

Shayla Hangas
Thomas Gates

Dr. Bryan E. Martin
Ray & Patty Erickson
Randall & Nora Gray

Oncology Department
Thomas Gates

All Other Funds & 
Endowments
Anonymous
Linda M. Arganbright
Homer & Susan Arthur
Dr. Steven & Cathy Ayres
Eugene C. Blackman
Joel & Sheila Brueland
Julie Bullard
Dr. Michael & Angela Caselnova
Elizabeth M. Chargois
Shari Dolan
Bonnie J. Gardner Trust
John H. Goodnow
Carolyn J. Green
Julie R. Hickethier
Dr. James Hinde &  
 Dr. Lynn O’Malley
James & Shannon Hoiland
Paul & Lori Husted
James M. & Frances M.   
 Wylder Foundation
Dr. Donald & Kay Jelinek
Wayne E. Linnell
Vincent & Maureen Marko
Dianne Meinhardt
Margaret M. Meissner
Kelly L. Michel
William & Connie Morris

Muscular Dystrophy Association  
Terry & Paula Olinger
Darlene S. Pugh
Radiology Montana PC
Guy L. Robbins, III
Abigail J. St. Lawrence
State of Montana
Sun River United Methodist Church
Cecil & Dorothy Goodbrand Estate
Town Pump Charitable Foundation
Kristine D. Vickers
Wicked Seasoning
Thelma H. Zeller

IN MEMORY OF

Dr. David J. Abbott
Family & Friends
Carolyn J. Green
Barry & Ann Remus

Leonida Bodner
Bodner Family
Mary J. Lacher

Keith D. Brodock
Ruby I. Singer

Marcia L. Carmann
William & Linda Booth

John E. Dea, III
Delbert & Sharon Dieziger
Hubert & Carole Kellogg
Mary Pat & Howard Maxwell

John L. Dunckel, III
Jerry & Kayla Breen
Dave & Crystal Carlson   
Karen Crawford
Nancy A. Crawford
Cheri Fuhringer
Bruce & Joan Haroldson
Mark & Linda Murray
Evangeline A. Scott

Marie Gray
Alfred & Elaine Wiseman

Philip C. Sweeney
Janet F. Sweeney

IN HONOR OF

Ario Cottage Nurses & Staff
Bodner Family

Dr. Bill & Lynn Bloemendaal
Carla Bloemendaal

Amanda Cormier
Mary Zimmerman

Carolyn J. Green
Family & Friends
Barry & Ann Remus

Brooke Harmer
Lucien & Claudette Bourcier

Owen B. Robinson
James Healy & Dr. Ellen Wolf

Toby Weisz
Lucien & Claudette Bourcier

Thank you to Scheels for the gift of $1,669 to 
support the Benefis Sletten Cancer Institute’s  
Circle of Hope Program. 

The money was raised through the Great Pumpkin Run 
held in October. The race featured more than one 
hundred participants from all over Northcentral Montana 
sporting spooky and silly Halloween costumes. 

This is the fourth year that Scheels has donated the  
proceeds from the Pumpkin Run to help cancer patients 
treated at Sletten. Thanks to everyone who helped  
organize and supported this spooktacular event.

Pumpkin Run

mailto:foundation@benefis.org


Donors Make a Great Difference for Benefis Eastview Residents

The transformation is complete. In early 
2015, senior care residents moved into 
the newly-remodeled Memory Care Unit 
at Benefis Eastview (formerly called Benefis 
Senior Care Center). This made it possible 
for the other half of the senior care center 
to be renovated to be more comfortable 
and inviting for residents and also offer 
special amenities, such as a larger  
gym for residents to use with the help  
of therapists.

“The Benefis Foundation’s support has 
been instrumental in enabling us to  
offer great services and a comfortable 
living style,” said Peter Gray, Executive  
Director of Benefis Senior Services.  

“We hear from residents and families 
each day how grateful they are for 
Benefis and our senior care center.  
I am proud to live in a community that  
is generous with its wealth and wise in 
its ability to identify where that wealth 
can do the greatest good.”

This major renovation that wrapped up in 
November was, in part, thanks to donors 
who support the Greatest Need. ✦

Pictured top and center are two of Benefis Eastview’s remodeled dining areas.  
Resident John Gibney said he tries to visit the therapy gym each day.  

“With my disease (multiple sclerosis), if you don’t use it you lose it,”  
he said. “So I try to come as often as I can.”  Physical therapist  

Laurie Roberts guides John through his workout.
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